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Great Lakes water: Turn off the ta

eople often stare in
Pdisbelief when told
that the Great Lakes
could be drained to supply
water needs around the
world, while enriching a
handful of muiti-national
corporations that could
take water free of charge.
Part of the disbelief
comes from our perceived
water abundance. Most
who live in Wisconsin give
little thought to where our
water comes from. We also
presume it will be around
for our children. After all,
we are bordered by two
Great Lakes and the
mighty Mississippi River;
we live above abundant
groundwater aquifers; and
we are surrounded by
15,000 inland lakes and
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84,000 miles of streams
and rivers. Water appears
to be everywhere,

Despite this abundance,
parts of Wisconsin are fac-
ing water scarcity. For ex-
ample, the Brown County
Water Authority has nego-
tiated a deal to pipe Great
Lakes water from Lake
Michigan to the Green Bay
suburbs via a pipeline be-
ginning far to the south in
Manitowoc. Watkesha
wants to tap into Lake
Michigan with a pipeline

from Milwaukee, then use
and dispose of it in the
separate Mississippi River
Basin. Madison has drawn
down its underground
aquifer so much that it has
reversed the flow of
groundwater; its lakes are
now feeding the groundwa-
ter, rather than the other
way around. :

Beyond Wisconsin, glob-
al consumption of water is
doubling every 20 years,
more than twice the rate of
‘human population growth.

Water scarcity is becom-
ing an ever-increasing re-
ality — the “oil” of the 21st
century — throughout the
world, and a handful of
multi-national corpora-
tions are capitalizing on
this scarcity by amassing

control of water resources
in what is now a $1 trillion
dollar industry.

Bottled water is the most
familiar bulk water export.
The industry has grown
tremendously in the past
decade. From 1970 to 2000,
the volume of water bot-
tled and traded worldwide
jumped from 300 million
gallons per year to 22.3 bil-
lion gallons per year.

Wisconsin had its own
brush with privatization
on a large scale in 2000
when Nestle/Perrier at-
tempted to bottle Wiscon-
sin’s spring waters — first
in Waushara County and
then in Adams County. In
an incredible display of
community concern that
combined local organizing,

town-hall meetings, media
outreach, state legislation
and litigation, Wisconsin’s
residents sent Perrier
packing. But this episode
exposed the lack of legal
protections that prevent a
private company from tak-
ing and privatizing water.

With 20 percent of the
world’s fresh surface water
held in the Great Lakes,
Wisconsin and the other
Great Lakes statés and
Canadian provinces con-
trol a valuable and vulner-
able resource. Deciding
how to manage this asset
will affect our state and re-
gion’s economic strength,
public health and basic
rights.

Concerns about whether
we can protect and con-

serve water in its natural
state or be forced to trade
it under international
trade agreements are
growing along with market
demand for privately sup-
plied water.

That is why Great Lakes
governors and Canadian
premiers must ensure that
the Great Lakes Annex Im-
plementing Agreements
now under review must
protect the Great Lakes as
a public trust and not as a

- tradable commodity.

We all should support
the agreement’s general
prohibition against diver-
sions of Great Lakes water.
However, the bottled water
industry wants an exemp-
tion that permits the un-
limited exporting of Great

p before it’s too late

Lakes water in 5.7 galion
(20 liter) and smaller bot-
tles,

This giveaway is bad
public policy, could be
precedent setting for other
industries and must be re-
moved from the proposed
agreement,

You can call for a
stronger Great Lakes
agreement during a public
comment period that clos-
es on Aug. 29. Visit www
.midwestadvocates.org to
learn how to have your
comment officially record-
ed.

Melissa K. Scanlan is executive direc-
tor of Madison-based Midwest Envi-
ronmental Advocates, a non-profit
environmental law center working for
clean air, clean water and a clean
government.

PeopLE’s Forum LETTERS

We appreciate the time that it takes to
compose a letter to the People’s Forum
and the writer's willingness to share his or
her thoughts with other Press-Gazette
readers. We decide whether to publish a
letter based on the number we receive, the
interest it has for local readers and the con-
tribution it makes to the public dialogue.
We have a 125-word limit on letters about
election candidates and issues, a 200-
word limit on all other letters and a strong
preference for those that are about issues

and events in Northeastem Wisconsin.
Writers are limited to one letter every 30
days. We do not publish letters that we
cannot confirm with their authors. Please
provide a phone number for that purpose.
We reserve the right to edft all letters. The
Press-Gazette publishes columns about
local issues or subjects relevant to Press-
Gazette readers, provided they are written
by people with demonstrated credibility
about the issue. Colurmns should be 400 to
600 words in length and must be typed or

sent slectronically. Columns should be
mailed to the Press-Gazette or e-mailed to
forum@greenbaypressgazette.com.

FORUM LETTERS: www.greenbay
pressgazette.com

MAIL TO: People’s Forum

Green Bay Press-Gazette

PO. Box 23430

Green Bay, Wt 54305-3430

FAX: (920) 431-8379

E-MAIL: forum@greenbaypress
gazette.com
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W The “In Our View"
editorials reflect the
opinion of the Green
Bay Press-Gazette.
All other items —

deputy editor

il cartoons, columns
;'ﬂg};’ﬁef' Nusbaum by syndicated and
Joe Heller local writers and

People's Forum let-
ters — reflect the
author's opinion.,

OUR MISSION

The Press-Gazette strives, as it has since 191 5, to be the
primary provider of information in Northeastern Wiscon-

sin, keeping the welfare and development of the Greater
Green Bay area at heart. it is our responsibility to provide
a forum for free and open expression of diverse opinions
while maintaining the public trust necessary to serve our
readers, advertisers, employees and stackholders.

THE FIRST AMENDMENT .

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the fres exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to peti-
tion the government for a redress of grievances.



