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Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation Obtains Order Stopping Desecration of Graves on Powers
Bluff.

On May 16, 2001, Circuit Court Judge Polivka filed an order in Wood County circuit court that
prevents Wood County from taking any action at Powers Bluff County Park that is likely to endanger
sacred burial sites.   The order allows the county to patch existing roads and remove naturally-fallen
trees, as long as those activities do not disturb the burial sites.  The order, a result of a negotiated
agreement between the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation and Wood County, is in effect until July 1,
2001.

This court order protects sites that are sacred to the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation, the Ho Chunk
Nation, and others in the community,  stated Carol Brown Biermeier, attorney for the Prairie Band
Potawatomi Nation and partner in Brown & LaCounte.

We now have a window of time in which we will be working with the county to resolve the
underlying issues in this case and ensure the site is protected for future generations,  said Melissa
Scanlan, attorney for the Prairie Band Potawatomi and Executive Director of Midwest Environmental
Advocates.

Skunk Hill, or B^pwa kik as it is known to the Potawatomi, is located in Wood County s Powers Bluff
Park in central Wisconsin. For many generations, the Potawatomi and Ho-Chunk have lived there,
gathered medicine and performed tribal ceremonies.

Under the administration of Wood County Parks & Forestry officials, Skunk Hill now features a ski
and tubing run on one of its slopes with an accompanying parking lot covering several graves.

In December 1999, Wood County announced plans to cut 1,500 trees on Skunk Hill and expand the ski
run to promote winter recreation and raise revenue.  Since the announcement, Wood County s Powers
Bluff Ad Hoc Committee has heard from the Prairie Band Potawatomi, Ho-Chunk, ecologists,
botanists, archaeologists, foresters, and citizen groups such as Friends of Powers Bluff  and
Descendants of Powers Bluff  who want to protect the site.  The coalition successfully stopped the
logging proposal in July 2000.

However, a recent, unannounced clearcut on the hill at the end of March 2001, stirred feelings of
betrayal for all groups - the tribes, concerned citizens and environmentalists -  who want to protect the
burial sites.

On April 12, 2001, the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation sought a temporary restraining order and
injunction to stop the county from further desecrating burial sites.  Today s court order effectively
protects the site from disturbance.
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About the parties:

The Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation currently resides on a 121 square miles in Jackson County,
Kansas.  Tribal membership totals nearly 5,000, with over 700 living on the reservation in Kansas and
300 living in Wisconsin.

Midwest Environmental Advocates is Wisconsin s first and only non-profit environmental law center.
Midwest Environmental Advocates provides legal and technical services to community organizations,
non-profits, and local and tribal governments.

Brown & LaCounte, LLP, is a full service Indian-owned law firm serving tribal governments
nationwide.


